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MYTHBUSTERS ABOUT BRAILLE

The Urgent Need for Change
“The more you read, the more things you will know.  The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go!”
-----Dr. Seuss

Learning to read is for every child an exciting time.  The excitement is no less for those who are blind.  Teaching Braille to children and newly blinded adults will open the door to literacy and unlimited opportunities.  Although there is a very positive correlation between employment of the blind and Braille literacy (approximately 85 percent of blind people who know Braille are gainfully employed), only             10 percent of blind children in the nation are learning to read and write Braille.  Society would never accept a 10 percent literacy rate among sighted children; it should likewise not be acceptable for the blind. 

But why then do we not teach Braille to our blind children?  Let’s look at some of the myths and misconceptions about Braille that stand in our way.

MYTH #1:  Braille is hard to learn.   For a child, learning to read is learning to read, whether it is done in print or in Braille.  With proper instruction in Braille, blind children master reading and writing in Braille in the same time that sighted children master print.  As for adults, learning to read and write Braille can be done in six months or less with proper instruction.  

MYTH #2:  Braille is slow and inefficient.   When effective Braille instruction is provided, Braille is read at hundreds of words a minute and is used as fluently as print in all aspects of daily life.  

MYTH #3:   All blind people have the opportunity to learn Braille.   Blind individuals with some degree of usable vision (the majority of people experiencing significant vision loss are not totally blind) are more often encouraged to read print (because it is “normal”) and are thus discouraged from learning Braille.  The misconception that print is “normal” and Braille is “inferior” means that thousands of blind individuals are taught to believe that it is better to read print at all costs and that Braille is a last resort.  The truth is that Braille is a tool for independence, and it offers equality and flexibility.  Furthermore, many blind people who have some vision master both print and Braille and use them interchangeably depending on what is more functional (e.g., giving a speech using Braille notes).  The more tools in the toolbox the better!

MYTH #4:   Braille is on the way out with the coming of the digital age and the greater availability of audio material.  Let’s face it, “listening” does not equal literacy.  Literacy is the ability to read and to write and to do the two interactively.  Children who learn exclusively by listening do not learn about proper spelling, punctuation, and syntax.  As for technology, the irony is that technological advances have made Braille easier to produce and consequently more widely available than at any other time in the history of the code.  Not to mention, the act of quietly holding a book in your hands and reading for the pleasure of reading is a gift.  Independent reading is true independence of the mind.  Braille is the only thing equivalent to print for the blind.

When it comes to Braille, it is best to get the facts from the people who know.  The National Federation of the Blind (NFB), the nation’s largest membership organization of blind people, has long been the leading champion of Braille literacy for the blind, as well as the advocate for innovative programs to empower the blind.  The President of the United States and the U.S. Congress have recognized the critical role the NFB plays in creating new opportunities for the blind by passing Public Law 109-247:  The Louis Braille Bicentennial–Braille Literacy Commemorative Coin Act.  The NFB Braille Commemorative Coin and the literacy campaign help fund an unparalleled opportunity to make literacy a reality for every blind person.  Join us as a champion for Braille literacy and shatter the myths that limit the dreams of the blind.
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What is the Louis Braille Bicentennial–Braille Literacy Commemorative Coin?

          
For decades, the National Federation of the Blind (NFB)–the country’s oldest and largest organization of blind persons–has been the leading champion for Braille literacy.  With the passing of Public Law 109-247:  The Louis Braille Bicentennial-Braille Literacy Commemorative Coin Act, the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress have recognized the critical role Braille plays in the independence, freedom, and success of the blind and the central role the NFB plays in improving literacy among the blind.

          
With the upcoming two hundredth anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille, creator of the primary system of reading and writing used by people who are blind, there is no more fitting time to recognize the history, achievements, and mission of the National Federation of the Blind.  

           The launch of the NFB Braille Commemorative Coin by the U.S. Mint in 2009 will offer a great opportunity to tell the story of innovation and service for the blind.  It will enable the NFB to present this story powerfully and effectively through its Braille Literacy Campaign.  The campaign will promote how vital Braille is to our blind citizens, young and old alike.  



You might be shocked to learn that today, in America, only 10 percent of blind children are learning Braille!  Yet, studies show that of the blind people who are employed, better than               80 percent of them read and write Braille fluently.  

           Literacy is the key to opening the minds of our young people.  Independent reading is true independence of the mind.  The act of quietly holding a book in your hands and reading for the pleasure of reading is a gift of immeasurable importance.  However, we have a body of individuals in this country for whom the possibility of independence is simply a fingertip away, but due to misunderstandings about Braille and the opportunities it unlocks, that independence is denied, and the result is illiteracy and unemployment.  

Want to know how to purchase a Commemorative coin?

Want more information on our literacy programs and initiatives?

Want to be part of the movement and help us make history?

Want to be the first to know when the Braille Commemorative Coin is available?
Find out how by signing up for the 
Braille Readers are Leaders Campaign List at:

www.Braille.org
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