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In-Touch

Braille Literacy and Access Technology Seminar

November 15 - 18, 2007

Sponsored by the National Federation of the Blind Jernigan Institute

With support from the National Organization of Parents of Blind Children (NOPBC)

In-Touch goals:  In-Touch is an awareness and training project designed to impact the Braille literacy crisis facing the blind of this country. These workshops and seminars, taught by a faculty of experienced professionals (many of whom themselves are blind), will expose parents and the teachers of their children to the benefits of Braille literacy, innovative methods for learning Braille, and the full range of speech, tactile, and Braille access technology.  Once informed in these critical areas, parents and educators can ensure that the blind children in their care will learn the skills necessary for Braille literacy and will have access to the technology that is so critical to educational success.

The In-Touch program will provide an overview of:

· The importance and utility of Braille

· Resources and methods for teaching Braille

· Technology for producing Braille

· Speech and scanning technology

· Electronic notetakers and refreshable Braille 

· Low-tech Braille methods and materials

· Technology for producing tactile materials

· Math and science Braille and tactile technology and resources

· E-book resources

· Providing Braille and technology in the school setting

· The future of access technology for blind children

Location:  National Federation of the Blind Jernigan Institute, Baltimore, Maryland

Cost and Fees:  Each participant is responsible for contributing $500 toward the cost.  This is a subsidized fee. The true cost of the program is about $2,500 per person.  The National Organization of Parents of Blind Children is providing funding so that we can offer the workshop at this reduced rate. The NOPBC and local affiliates of the NFB will also work with participants to find additional funding from local sponsors to cover their portion of the cost and/or the cost of transportation. 

What does the fee and scholarship cover?  It includes the computer lab facility, all workshop instruction, workshop materials, housing for four nights at the National Center for the Blind, refreshments during breaks, and eleven meals.  Participants are responsible for all their transportation costs.

