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Blindness: A Movie that Harms the Blind
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We Condemn and Deplore


The National Federation of the Blind condemns and deplores the negative, damaging, and distorted description of blindness and blind people in the movie Blindness, adapted for the screen from the novel of the same name by José Saramago. This outrageous and offensive movie reinforces society's fears and misconceptions about the blind and will lead to lost opportunities for employment and social acceptance. Contrary to the stereotypes and images this movie portrays:

· Blind people travel, work, go to school, raise families, play sports, and participate in their communities.

· Blindness need not be a tragedy.

· Blind people are confident and competent human beings, with as much imagination, creativity, and capacity as the average sighted person.

The Truth About Blindness

Contrary to the assertions about blindness and blind people found in both the film and book, the National Federation of the Blind wants you to know that:

· Blind people are responsible; a sense of responsibility is not in any way related to visual acuity.

· Blind people can care for themselves both physically and emotionally.

· Blind people are conscious of the importance of hygiene and personal appearance; they do not live in filth and squalor.

· Blind people can successfully travel; they are not generally disoriented or wandering without direction.

· Blind people are unique individuals; they are not without identity.

· Blind people are active in society, not isolated from others and the world.

· Blind people can perceive their surroundings and exercise judgment.

· Blind people are as dignified and conscientious as their sighted peers.


This Film Gets It Wrong

The premise in the film Blindness is that everybody but one person becomes blind. The description of society as an increasing number of its members become blind is one of filth, greed, perversion, and vice. The film depicts blind people as incapable of doing everything, including basic tasks like bathing, dressing, and traveling. Blindness becomes a metaphor for all that is bad in human thought and action. Blind people in the movie have every negative human trait and few of the positive ones. The only encouraging element in the release of this film is the almost universal reaction of the critics that the film is a failure.


Marc Maurer, President of the 50,000-member National Federation of the Blind, said of the film in his July 2008 banquet address, "The Urgency of Optimism":

“The capabilities of those who become blind remain essentially the same after they lose vision as they were before they lost it. Although the loss of any major asset (including vision) will bring a measure of sadness to some and despair to a few, it will also stimulate others to assert their will. Blindness can be a devastating loss, but it also has the power to galvanize some to action. The reaction to blindness is not the least bit one-dimensional. Therefore the description is false. . . . The charge that loss of vision creates a personality alteration to a sordid and criminal character is in itself sordid and defamatory to an entire class of human beings.”

This film will do incalculable harm to the public image of blind people. Society labors under multiple misconceptions about blindness and blind people, and this film promises only to affirm and strengthen these false impressions. The film Blindness will diminish opportunities for blind people to find employment, a distressing reality considering that over 70 percent of blind people are already under-employed or unemployed. The film will also further lower the general public's expectations about the ability of blind people to be fully contributing members of society. Both of these consequences will be devastating to the hopes and aspirations of blind people. 

President Maurer concluded his reflections on the film when he said, "The description in Blindness is wrong–completely, unutterably, irretrievably, immeasurably wrong. That such falsity should be regarded as good art is revolting and amazing."

