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Bio Information

Mary Jo Hartle, Director of Education for the Jernigan Institute in Baltimore, MD, has been working with the blind for several years.  Blind herself, Mrs. Hartle serves as an advocate of quality education for blind students around the country.  

At the age of twelve, Mary Jo unexpectedly became blind from an allergic reaction to some medication, resulting in a condition known as Pseudo Tumor Cerebri. Through the support of a loving family, great friends, and her own determination, blindness did not keep her from doing the things she wanted to do.  

A native of Woods Cross, UT, Mary Jo graduated with honors from Woods Cross High in 1997.  In 2000, she graduated Cum Laude from Utah State University where she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Family and Human Development with a concentration in Community Service.  

During her undergraduate experience, Mary Jo participated in a variety of campus organizations.  In addition to being a member of the Golden Key National Honor Society and Phi Upsilon Omicron, an honor society for the College of Family Life, Mrs. Hartle held many leadership positions within the university’s student government.  She served as secretary for the College of Family Life, and Public Relations Manager for the Associated Students of Utah State University.  She was also actively involved as a board member of the Institute of Religion Council and served as president and vice president of her sorority.

Upon graduation, Mrs. Hartle participated in a post-baccalaureate program to become a Child Life Specialist at the University of Utah. During this time, she also worked as a psych tech and child life assistant at Primary Children’s Medical Center in Salt Lake City, UT.  In the fall of 2000, Mrs. Hartle was recruited by Woods Cross City to design a proposal for an after school program for the city.  In the spring of 2001, her proposal was approved by the city council with a budget of $30,000, and received a matching grant from the Davis County School District.  She was then hired to serve as director of the program, and as liaison between the city and the school district.  

Balancing school, and two part-time jobs, Mrs. Hartle found time to be involved in advocacy issues for the blind through the National Federation of the Blind of Utah.  In 2002, she was elected president of the Utah Association of Blind Students.  Later while attending graduate school in Louisiana, she was elected to serve on the Louisiana Association of Blind Students board.  In 2003, she was elected to serve as a board member for the National Association of Blind Students. Her involvement and service to the NFB was recognized when she became a 2002 National Federation of the Blind (NFB) Scholarship recipient.  In 2004, Mary Jo again was fortunate to be selected as a tenBroek scholar winning a second NFB scholarship.  

In November of 2002, Mary Jo started a new chapter in life as she moved to Louisiana to pursue a master’s degree at Louisiana Tech University.  While attending graduate school, she successfully completed a six-month training program at the Louisiana Center for the Blind, a rehabilitation training center for blind adults, and completed a one-year certification program to earn her National Orientation and Mobility Certification.  In 2004, Mrs. Hartle completed her Master of Education degree with concentration in teaching blind students from Louisiana Tech University.   

For the last four years, Mrs. Hartle has been employed by the NFB Jernigan Institute in its education department.  She became Director of Education for the National Federation of the Blind in August of 2009.  As the Director of Education for the NFB Jernigan Institute.  She coordinates much of the youth outreach efforts of the NFB and heads up the curriculum development for its programs.  She also facilitates several initiatives of the NFB Jernigan Institute, including many projects of the National Center for Blind Youth in Science (NCBYS), which aim to change opportunities for blind individuals in science, technology, engineering, and math subjects and careers.  Under the NCBYS, Mrs. Hartle has coordinated the NFB’s Science Academy programs, most recently being the 2009 NFB Youth Slam, and the 2010 Junior Science Academy.  These programs bring together blind students from across the country to participate in a week of science learning and activities.  The programs also aim to develop best practices and new techniques for making STEM subjects accessible to the blind.  Mrs. Hartle is also responsible for many of the NFB’s efforts in youth outreach across the country.  
Mary Jo dedicates a great deal of her spare time to service in her church and to blind youth in the Baltimore area.  In June of 2009, Mary Jo married Jesse Hartle, Government Programs Specialist for the National Federation of the Blind.  They live in Baltimore, MD with their cat George.  The Hartles have no children at present, but hope for some in the near future.  When spare time can be found, Mary Jo usually spends it doing a number of outdoor activities, reading, or being with her family and friends.   

