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Intensive Local Fundraising Initiatives Begin as the “Braille Readers Are Leaders” Literacy Campaign Launches 
First United States Coin with Tactile Braille Unveiled for 2009 
to Support the Nation’s Largest Braille Literacy Initiative
City, STATE (Month, Day, Year): The National Federation of the Blind (NFB) – the oldest and largest organization of blind people in the United States– has established an unprecedented and comprehensive initiative in Braille literacy beginning in July 2008.  The campaign coincides with the unveiling of the design for the Louis Braille Commemorative Coin from the United States Treasury in honor of Braille’s 200th birthday as a culmination of the NFB’s March for Independence-A Walk for Opportunity at the organization’s annual convention.  This initiative will be marked by the most significant investment in literacy for the blind ever—raising $8 million for Braille literacy programs into the future—and an innovative network of programs that dramatically enhance opportunities and education for the blind.  
Sales of the commemorative coin could generate up to $4 million towards the Braille literacy campaign, which will require matching funds of $4 million.  Money raised from the campaign will support Braille literacy programs aimed at achieving the following goals:
1. The number of school-age children reading Braille will double by 2015.

2. All 50 states will enact legislation requiring special education teachers of blind children to obtain and maintain the National Certification in Literary Braille by 2015.

3. Braille resources will be made more available through online sharing of materials, enhanced production methods and improved distribution.

4. The American public will learn that blind people have a right to Braille literacy so they can compete and assume a productive role in society.
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The NFB includes seven hundred local chapters located in each of the fifty states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.  Thousands of blind people come together in these local chapters to establish programs in partnership with members of the community to improve the integration of the blind into society on terms of equality.  A significant focus of the Braille literacy campaign will be providing local grants to innovative outreach and education programs around the country that have a clear emphasis on Braille.  

Dr. Marc Maurer, President of the National Federation of the Blind, said: “It is fitting that the unveiling of the design of the Braille commemorative coin took place as part of our March for Independence–A Walk for Opportunity.  The March for Independence is our way of demonstrating to the public that we are equal participants in society and that we 
are determined to make for ourselves a future full of opportunity.   No tool available to the blind opens more doors to opportunity than the ability to read and write Braille.”
Mark Riccobono, executive director of the National Federation of the Blind Jernigan Institute, said: “Braille is the key to literacy for the blind.  Its centrality to success in education, employment, and independence for blind Americans has been demonstrated 
time and time again since its invention, but a combination of factors has led to a decline in its use in the United States.  Only 10 percent of blind children in the United States today learn to read and write Braille.  Such a low literacy rate would never be accepted among sighted children and it should not be acceptable for the blind.  The National Federation of the Blind intends to reverse this trend and restore Braille to its proper place at the center of education and opportunity for the blind.”

United States Mint Director Ed Moy said, "The United States Mint is proud to have presented the 2009 Louis Braille Commemorative Silver Dollar coin design.  It will be the first coin ever minted in the history of the United States to contain legible Braille characters.  I am pleased that the United States Mint is playing a role in the cause of bringing literacy to all blind and visually impaired Americans."

In 2006, Congress passed and the President signed into law Public Law 109-247:  The Louis Braille Bicentennial–Braille Literacy Commemorative Coin Act.  This legislation authorized the minting of a commemorative coin in 2009 to mark the two hundredth anniversary of the birth of Louis Braille.  The Congress recognized in the legislation that: “The National Federation of the Blind, the nation’s oldest membership organization consisting of blind members, [is] a champion of the Braille code, of Braille literacy for all blind people and of the memory of Louis Braille.”
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