A Verbal Map of the 2009 NFB Exhibit Hall

By Lorraine Rovig

From July 4 to July 7, the 2009 convention exhibit hall is open during the hours listed in your agenda.  Take the hotel elevator to the third level of the Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center to enter its Ontario Exhibit Hall, East and West. This year the convention exhibit hall is a triangular wedge, like a fat piece of pie that’s wider across the back. The point closest to the hotel elevators has an entrance foyer.  There is a long hallway between the elevators and this foyer.  
Once in the entrance foyer, straight ahead is a dead-end wall (an unused counter), so turn either left or right to pass through the doors on each side of the counter to enter the East or West exhibit halls, now set up as one big room.  Inside the hall, between the two entrances, back to back with the foyer’s wall and right beside the Diebold talking ATM is Jerry Lazarus with his staff at five information tables.  Pick up your print or Braille list of vendors here.  Facing the ATM, the 162 tables are organized into six hollow “squares” inside the hall, but note that four of the shapes are imperfect because of having to fit in this triangular room, and none of the tables are along the three outside walls.  To make sense of the triangle, let’s begin by putting your back to the ATM.  (If you left the foyer by its left-side doors, turn right, stay with the inside wall on your right for a few steps and you will find the ATM.  If you left the foyer by its right-side doors, turn left and pass the information tables on your left to get to the ATM.)
As you stand with the ATM at your back, you are facing A-Square, table 1, or A1.  You have four of the squares ahead of you–A (on the left) separated by a wide aisle from B (on the right).  These two are in front of E (on the left) and D (on the right), the odd-shaped square called C-Square is wedged in the corner to your far right, and the NFB Store (also called the NFB Independence Market) is an odd-shaped square wedged in the corner to your far left.  The E-Square has all the free NFB literature.  Squares A, B, C, and D are for outside exhibitors, NFB divisions, and NFB affiliates–all with interesting things to sell you, give you, or tell you.  In the furthest corners at both ends of the exhibit hall (at the wall) you will find bathrooms—both lady’s rooms are toward the outside of the hall and the men’s are toward the inside.  There are two water stations in the hall, one on your left, beyond the NFB Store and against the wall by the left-side bathrooms; the other is a few steps in from the foyer’s right-side entrance, against the wall on your right. 

Straight ahead and stretching left of the ATM is A-Square (tables A1 to A27).  Table A1 is nearest to you, table A2 is to its left, and so on around A-Square until you are at table 27, the last table, located at the corner and next to table 1.  Leaving UPS (A1 and A2), you pass by Freedom Scientific (A3 to A9); knfbReader Mobile, Read How You Want (on the back side and in the middle of the line at A16); BLIND, Incorporated; then En-Vision America, Inc. (A23 to A24); and ten other tables here and there with other companies or services.

Okay, go around A-Square to the back and continue back (away from the ATM) across the cross-aisle to E-Square (tables E106 to E130) to pick up your free NFB literature and to make a stop at NFB-NEWSLINE® (the front corner, left side of E-Square), with volunteers ready to help you understand how to use all of its fabulous new features.
Time for more shopping!  Back at the ATM, walk kitty-corner to your right to find B-Square.  The nearest table is B54, HumanWare (B47 to B54).  Circling to your left you will find J & B Medical Supply (B29), Deque Systems (B32), Independent Living Aids (B43 to 44), National Industries for the Blind (or NIB) at table B38 (midway on the back side), GW Micro (B43 and 44), and back to HumanWare, with eleven other tables having vendors and NFB affiliates here and there around B-Square.
By the way, the vendors I mention with their table numbers deserve your thanks for being our 2009 convention sponsors.  Eight more sponsors who deserve thanks, but do not have a table in the hall, are Adobe Systems Incorporated, the Council of U. S. Dog Guide Schools, IBM, Intel Corporation, Microsoft, Oracle, Roche Diagnostics, and Wal-Mart.

Ready for D-Square?  Go to the back of B-Square and walk away from the ATM, across the aisle to D-Square for tables D83 to D105.  Here you will find vendors alongside many affiliate tables (from CA to WV), the NFB’s National Association of Blind Veterans, the NFB Krafter’s Division, Colorado Center for the Blind, and much more.  

C-Square has tables C55 to C82.  You can visit vendors like Seedlings, and NFB tables such as the National Organization of Parents of Blind Children, many more affiliates (from NJ to NM), Louisiana Center for the Blind, and the Jacobus tenBroek Memorial Fund table.

All that is left is the square for the NFB Store in the far left corner of the room.  The NFB volunteers behind the tables will be pleased to demonstrate how to operate the many tools that create accessibility for blind persons, including diabetics who are blind.  Among the new items are the atomic talking watch, locater dots for keyboards and cell phones, a beeping Frisbee, a football with bells, and an inexpensive raised-line drawing board.  Examine, ask questions, and try things out before you buy.  You may purchase items right away or consider whether you wish to purchase them later.  You can buy Whozit jewelry, and books published by the NFB for blind persons, parents, and teachers.  In any case, this is your chance to get your hands on things not found in shops where you live.  And, as much as we have volunteers available, you can also get a free lesson in using a long white NFB cane, how to write Braille with a slate and stylus, or lesson number one on how the Braille code works.  
To leave the exhibit hall from here, put your back to the cashier’s tables at the NFB store, walk ahead to the outside wall, put your right side to the wall and follow the wall to the doors that exit out to the foyer.  Turn right in the foyer and walk forward down that long hall to the hotel’s central core elevators. Good-bye.
