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WASHINGTON SEMINAR 2009

The Holiday Inn Capitol

550 C Street SW

Washington, DC  20024

(202) 479-4000

February 7–11, 2009

__________________________________________________________
AGENDA

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7:

8:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Parent Leadership Program


Saturn/Venus Room
This training seminar cosponsored by the NOPBC and Affiliate Action is designed to help parent leaders and state affiliates build and run a successful parents division.  It is by invitation.  However, if you wish to recommend a parent (or yourself) to attend, please contact Barbara Cheadle prior to the seminar at bcheadle@nfb.org; home phone (410) 747-3472; cell phone (410) 300-5232; office phone (410) 659-9314.  
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Testing for National Certification in 


Literary Braille (Registered Participants Only)

Columbia II Room
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8:

7:30 AM – 1:00 PM
Tour of National Center for the Blind

Buses will load at 7:30 AM and will depart at 8:00 AM sharp.

Tours will begin at 9:00 AM and buses will leave the National

Center for the return to the Holiday Inn Capitol at noon.

8:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Parent Leadership Program


Saturn/Venus Room
This training seminar cosponsored by the NOPBC and Affiliate Action is designed to help parent leaders and state affiliates build and run a successful parents division.  It is by invitation.  However, if you wish to recommend a parent (or yourself) to attend, please contact Barbara Cheadle prior to the seminar at bcheadle@nfb.org; home phone (410) 747-3472; cell phone (410) 300-5232; office phone (410) 659-9314.  
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM
National Association of Blind Students 


Seminar Registration - $5.00  


Columbia Ballroom Foyer

9:00 AM – 3:30 PM
National Association of Blind Students Seminar 

Columbia II Room
Valentine's Day is right around the corner so come fall in love with NABS at our annual Winter Seminar.  Don't miss a jam-packed agenda, and heartthrob speakers.  
1:30 PM – 4:00 PM
Legislative Seminar

Columbia I Room
Whether you are a grizzled Washington Seminar veteran or a highly-touted rookie, valuable information will be shared.  The Affiliate Action and Governmental Affairs teams of the National Center for the Blind will carefully dissect the fact sheets for the issues discussed in D.C.  We will also role-play giving participants an opportunity to present the issues as they would do on Capitol Hill, and we will offer constructive feedback.  Experienced Washington Seminarians will share their D.C. dos and don’ts acquired through their years of practice.  
The fact sheets are available online on the Washington Seminar page of the NFB Web site (www.nfb.org) for you all to download.  We expect you to review them and come prepared with questions.  If you have questions or difficulty understanding a concept in the fact sheets, definitely assume you are not the only one.  
The goal of this seminar is to get participants comfortable with the issues and ready to explain them on Capitol Hill.  However, if your only preparation is this seminar, it may not be enough.  Therefore, I can’t urge you strongly enough to review these fact sheets carefully and develop questions about things you do not understand or that you think others may not fully grasp.  Please join us for an entertaining and informative discussion of this year’s Washington Seminar issues on Sunday afternoon, February 8.  
1:30 PM – 4:00 PM
National Association of Blind Merchants


Randolph-Sheppard

Discovery II Room
Business development for blind individuals.  Join the National Association of Blind Merchants for a discussion as we set priorities and consider opportunities to protect and expand possibilities for the blind in Randolph-Sheppard and in other businesses.  
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
“The Great Gathering-In” 


Columbia Ballroom

(Visit the Imagination Fund information table in the lobby from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.)  
(Mercury Room is open from 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM and for one hour following the “Great Gathering-In.”)  

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9:

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
knfbReader Mobile demonstration, First Session

Jupiter Room
Take pictures and read print--it’s really that simple.  Come and learn about our fabulous new reading technology and the latest, most exciting developments.  The knfbReader Mobile puts the best available character recognition software together with text-to-speech conversion technology all in the palm of your hand.  With the power of small computers and digital photography, the world of the printed word is now opened to the blind in a way it has never been before!  Experience this unique technology and join the revolution today!  

3:00 PM – 5:00 PM
Braille Literacy


Saturn/Venus Room

The Louis Braille Bicentennial Commemorative Coin, which will be released in just a few short weeks, will give us a new and exciting opportunity to spread awareness about the need for Braille in this country.  You are invited to come and be a part of our Braille Readers are Leaders initiative and learn what you can do to make a difference.  
6:00 PM 
Reviewing Our Day on Capitol Hill 


Columbia Ballroom

Meeting with John Paré, Jim McCarthy, and Jesse Hartle.

(Visit the Imagination Fund information table in the lobby from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.)  
(Mercury Room is open from 7:00 AM to 5:45 PM and for one hour following the General Meeting.)  

9:00 PM – 11:00 PM
NABS Mixer ($5 at the door; $3 if 

purchased ahead of time.)

Discovery I Room
Come ready to mix, mingle, and mambo!  NABS is hosting an agenda-free social.  This is a chance to unwind after a long day of appointments on Capitol Hill.  There will be a cash bar, amateur karaoke, and room to show off your dance moves.  Proceeds support the National Association of Blind Students.  See any NABS board member for more details.  
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10:

1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
knfbReader Mobile demonstration, Second Session


Jupiter Room

6:00 PM 
Reviewing Our Day on Capitol Hill 


Columbia Ballroom

(Mercury Room is open from 7:00 AM to 5:45 PM and for one hour following the General Meeting.)  

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11:


1:00 PM – 4:00 PM
knfbReader Mobile demonstration, Third Session


Jupiter Room
(Mercury Room is open from 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM.)  
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