Simply Spending Time Together

By Garrick Scott and Treva Olivero

Stancil Tootle and Dumashe Thomas exemplify a mentoring relationship that works well. Their meeting got off to an auspicious start because Stancil, or "Tootle" as he is affectionately known, came to the first weekend mentoring activity for the mentors and mentees in the GEMS (Georgians Empowered through Mentoring Success) Mentoring Program instead of attending a very important meeting with the venders group that happened on the same weekend. He came because he cares about being a mentor in the program, and he wants to make a commitment to spending time with his mentee. Before this activity, the pair got well acquainted because they live in the same town, and they had a four-hour ride together to get to know each other. 
Although the pair hasn’t always been able to participate in subsequent mentoring events with the group as a whole, this pair has spent more time together than any of the other mentoring pairs in Georgia. Tootle has made spending time with Dumashe a priority in his extremely busy schedule as an active member of the National Federation of the Blind. 

Although Tootle and Dumashe work together, their mentoring time is spent as friends away from work. They have similar interests, and they simply enjoy spending time together. For Tootle and Dumashe, the activities don’t have to be expensive or extravagant. Some of the activities have included: going to dinner, discovering new Web sites, and going to a Georgia Coalition for the Blind meeting. They enjoy each other’s company by just hanging out.
Tootle has no sons, but he intuitively knows how to interact with Dumashe. Tootle has the same commitments as many other people who are active in the community. Yet, he has made a decision to take time out of his schedule to be a blind role model for a young man and develop a lasting relationship with him. This is the purpose of the GEMS Mentoring Program. 
