Essay by Katie Colton about Cheralyn Creer, U.N.M.E. (Utah Network for Mentoring Excellence)


I would like to honor my mentor Cheralyn Creer. She has taught me that I am not the only blind person in the world, and I wasn’t the only one who went through problems while growing up. That has meant the world to me. When I first met Cheralyn, I was nervous because she was the head of a division that dealt with special need people. I was twelve at the time, and I had no idea what to expect. I knew that I was meeting someone important but I didn’t know who it was. 

When I discovered that she was visually impaired as well, that gave me hope that I wasn’t alone. That was the first time I had ever come in contact with another blind person. I finally found a person of who I could ask for help and had a similar experience going through school. I was finally inspired to do something more than just sit quietly in the front row in school. 

Cheralyn Creer was my assigned mentor since last October. Since that time, Cheralyn and I have done several things. One example is we had a sleepover at her house. She was teaching me how to put on make-up, especially since I had very little experience with putting on make-up. We both learned something that night; it was never give me orange juice unless you want trouble. 

I have had no better mentor than Cheralyn Creer. She was the first person I’d ever met who had excelled through the hard times and achieved what she wanted. That has inspired me to achieve my high goals in life and help others to reach their dreams of becoming what they want. I’ve learned so much from Cheralyn in the few years that I’ve known Cheralyn. It has really helped me push myself further than I’d ever expected. I would sincerely like to thank Cheralyn Creer for pushing me further than I’d ever wanted, even if she didn’t know it. 
