A Mentor’s Reflection
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Nebraskans Empowering the Blind Mentor Program
As I reflect on my life, I can remember several people who made a difference. One person who comes to mind is LaVon Peterson. When I was a teenager going to high school, he saw something in me that I did not realize I had.

One day he contacted me and asked me if I would be interested in a job at the Radio Engineering Institute during the summer months. My job description was to run errands for the Institute. In return, I would be allowed to take part in the classes offered. I accepted the offer and took the introduction class. 

In August, he called me into his office and told me that I had a major decision to make. He offered me a full scholarship at the Institute. The decision was not easy. I asked myself, “Should I quit high school in order to accept his offer of a full scholarship?” I accepted his offer and as a result, I was an electronic technician for more than forty years. Later in life, I realized the importance of obtaining my high school diploma and finished my education.

Last year, I learned that a mentoring program was being formed for mentoring young blind or low vision people. I expressed my interest in the program, understanding the power of mentoring. I was accepted into the program, took the training offered and before I knew it, I was assigned to mentor a 19-year-old young man.

During our initial one-on-one visit, I asked him the following questions:

· What led you to take part in the mentoring program?

· Why do you think I am here as your mentor?

           As I reflect back on these questions, I truly desired to make a difference in my mentee’s life. Many people have helped me to become what I am today. I consider my life a success story and realize that many people have helped me to become what I am today. 

I have a lovely wife and a place, which we call home. Now, I have received the gift of a college age boy to mentor. I am blessed. I want to be able to share through example and communication all of life’s lessons and memories that have helped me to lead a successful life.

 
Now that we are in the eleventh month of the program, my mentee and I are well acquainted with each other. I see in him many things. He is a beautiful part of God’s creation. He has so much potential, some of which he doesn’t even realize he has. He just needs to have faith in himself, to set and achieve his goals of life.

        As I reflect on the present time, I feel that our relationship is very good. I have talked with him regarding the above reflections and I feel that he is growing in these areas. We get together quite often. There are times of fun and there are times when he just wants to share his thoughts with me. I feel that it is a privilege to have the opportunity to work with him. I feel that I can truly make a difference in his life.

I give thanks for the mentoring program and being a part of it.

