A Mentee’s Reflection

By Benjamin Micek, Pioneers Mentee

Nebraskans Empowering the Blind Mentor Program 
Before I became a part of the formal mentoring program, I was nervous about meeting my mentor. I only had one other experience with a blind person, and that was a blind professor, who taught me with and without words, that is was OK to be blind. 

When I was matched with a blind mentor, I did not know how well we would get along. Through our interactions, my mentor has taught me that I should not be afraid of my blindness. 

My mentor is very supportive and is helping me to get over my fears. He is able to tell me that he knows and understands what I am going through because he is blind. I think the main reason I need a mentor is because he tells me that it is not bad to be who I am and that it is OK. 

My mentor has taught me, “I am Ben and I am unique.”

